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08 I SAY UN TO YOU, THAT Ex- 
CEPT YOUR RIGHTEOUSNESS 
SHALL EXCEED THE RIGHTE= 
0USNESS OF THE SCRIBES AND 
PHARISEES, YE SHALL IN NO 
CASE ENTER INTO THE KING- 
DOM oF HEAVEN. 


PHAT the "REM end and de- 

ſign of our bleſſed Saviour's miſ- 

n was to introduce into the worlda 
rerefin'd and perfect purity of heart 
luniform integrity of manners, to be 

ed from a more rational and conſiſ- 

t ſcheme of pleaſing the Deity, than 

der the Scribes and Phariſees had 
ceived, or the Pagans pretended to, 

rats from the whole tenor of the di- 


: ſermon upon the mount. 


AT the time of his appearance up- 
A 


4 The Defe#: arid Danger of 
on earth the people of God was in 
ted and almoſt totally over-run with tro! 
diſguiſed and ſpecious immoralities Wal 
a ſet of crafty pretenders to extraor 
nary holineſs, the Scribes and Phi 
ſces. nem 
THESE men had vitiouſly per D 

ted the ſacred laws of God, and Wand: 
ſtroyed all the natural force of relig one 
by their plauſible gloſſes, and com I 
traditions. ur 8 
FroM theſe celf-deceiving 1 dec 
crites the holy Goſpel of Chriſt Ws, 
with a continual and moſt perverſe ty « 
poſition. The divine Simplicity of Mals t 
moral precepts alarm'd and confoi cicec 
ed them, as it expoſed the folly of ded 
vain traditions of men, by which {tru 
had deluded a thoughtleſs people, I law, 
themſelyes too in the end. em te 
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Tus unmask'd, and detected in a 
roſs double- dealing, in the firſt un- 
mrded ſally of their reſentment they 
rove to fix upon our Saviour a re- 
wach, that was ſure to rebound upon 
bemſelves. They accuſed him of de- 
toying the vigour of the Law, and 
dering the Commands of God of 
ne effect. "ep | 

To this impotent effort of malice 
ur Saviour makes a reply, not likely 
deed to remove their voluntary er- 
rs, but adapted to give ſatisfaction to 
xry candid ſearcher of truth. He ap- 
als to the ſtricteſt ſcrutiny of unpre- 
diced reaſon, whether his doctrine 
ded in the leaſt to the deſtruction of 
e true ſpirit and ſubſtance of the Jew- 
law, or did not rather tend to bring 
em to a perfection in piety and vir- 
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6 _The Defe8s and Danger of 

tue, with a notion of which the Lax 

had hitherto fail'd of inſpiring them 

tho' calculated to prepare men for it 
Think not, ſays he, that I am com 
to deſtroy the Law and the Prophet 
I am not come to deſtroy, but to fu 
« fill;” and ſoon after, For I ſay unt 
you, that except your righteouſne 
* ſhall exceed the righteouſneſs oft 
« Scribes and Phariſees, ye ſhall in n 
* caſe enter into the kingdom of he 
even.“ 

TR ESE words addreſſed immediat 
ly to his diſciples, might be thus applie 
in an enlarged ſenſe, to thoſe agai 
whom they were level'd. 

Lo are altogether in the dark Wiſelz 
* your precipitate opinions of me and teſto; 
my doctrine. I am fo far from intenſlmpl 
ing any injury to the Law and the Fr 


a Phariſdicul Righteouſneſs, 7 
phets, ſo far from contradiQing or 
oppoſing them, that I highly eſteem 
ind applaud their moral tendency, 
Far be it from me to leſſen your ve- 
reration for a Law whoſe ſanction is 
dine: no; I would rather perſuade 
vu to encreaſe your reſpect for the 
-Mbicitual, and now the only eſſential 
ubſtance of it. I impoſe no doctrine, I 
aforce no duty upon you, which is 
Mot virtually contain'd in your Law, 
ho from ſome things, which were 
but obſcurely hinted in types and ſha- 
tows before, I now ſtrip off the myſ- 
lic veil, in order to diſplay them in 
ll light; and many things by you 
baſely diſguiſed and miſrepreſented I 
eſtore to their primitive ſtandard of 
lmplicity and truth. 

Kno then, that I am come to 
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* enlighten the world in the great affai 0 
© of their eternal intereſt. I am cor 
© tore-eſtabliſh true morality upon it 
_ © juſt foundation, and to clear it froſ fa 

© a cumberſome load of ſuperfluitie ce 
* which have well nigh buried it in nat 
ins. My precepts of Meekneſs an L 
* Humility, of univerſal Charity, a 
Integrity of Heart, of the Love ar 
Fear of Godin ſpirit and in truth aural 
indeed adapted to expoſe your hypM'* rit 
critical pretences to ſanctity. For Ia rig 
come, in ſhort, to cleanſe the mo 


Law of Moſes from all the adultera 1 
mixtures, by which you Phariſq l ſk 
have tainted it's originally- clear, uf I. 


* ſullied ſpring; that you and all t 
* world may ſee and know, that Goc 
* not that idol, you eſteem and repreſq + 


im to be, that he delights not in 2 II. 
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' of thoſe formal rites, ſacrifices and 


'pure and holy nature, that. all your 
falſe ways, all your ceremonial, inſin- 
cere addreſſes he utterly abhors, un- 
attended, as they are, with an hearty 
Love and true ReſpeR. 

TH1s comment upon a very remark- 
ble declaration of our Saviour will na- 
urally lead us to obſerve, © Thata Pha- 
riſaical, affected, or merely external 
righteouſneſs is not ſufficient to pro- 
cure us acceptance with God.“ 

To enforce this important doctrine 
| ſhall 
I. ENQUIRE who theſe Scribes and 

Phariſees were, what their righte- 
ouſneſs was, and what were the 
chief defects of it. 


II. I ſhall conſider what manner of 


{ oblations, which reſemble not his 
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Tighteouſneſs Chriſt here require in- 

us to be poſſeſſed of; it muſt bM:d! 
ſuch a one as exceeds that of HA kt 
Scribes and Phariſees. yl 
III. and laſtly, I ſhall briefly repre] * 
ſent the great danger denounceWeloc 

in the text, if it does not, © I ſa ite 

e unto you, you ſhallin no caſe en air 

toter into the kingdom of heaven. Wire 
Fir then, theScribes of the La eſſi 
were officers eſtabliſhed among th m. 
Jews after their return from Babyloſaf tl 
for the writing and interpreting holWLaw 
Scripture. In our Saviour's time the hure 
had raiſed themſelves by ſlow and un ceitr 
perceived encroachments to fo high F 
credit and eſteem as to have the prece 
dency even of the prieſts and ſacrificers 
Their deciſions were received with th 
ſame reſpect as the Law of God itlellt. 


& Phariſaical Righteouſneſs. 11 
ind indeed in all their deciſions they 
xdhered as cloſely as poſſible tothe dead 
ktter of the Law, and ſo moſt common- 
loſt the ſpirit of it. 

THE Phariſees werean auſtere and 
loomy ſe, ſeparated from the reſt of 
the Jews (whoſe converſation they diſ- 
ain d as ungodly and prophane) by the 
eyerity of their manners, by their pro- 
ſing a higher degree of ſanctity, and 
more rigid and religious obſervation 
of the Law. But the plain letter of the 
Law they corrupted by an impure mix- 
ure of innumerable traditions equally 
leſtructive of the true ſpirit of it. 

FROM this account of what the 
\cribes and Phariſees were we may in 


Hurt collect what was their righteouſ- 


els, and what the principal defects of 
hy vs Ne 
B 
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THEIR righteouſneſs conſiſted, Mull 
firſt, in a ſpeculative knowledge of the ¶ cat 
truths and doctrines of religion. The 
were exceedingly well inſtructed in the 
ceremonial part of the Law of Moſes 
and they were no ſtrangers to the The 
ory even of the moral part ; but the 
were altogether deficient in the ſincere 
and conſcientious practice of it. The 
knewa great deal; but their knowledge 
inſtead of ſinking deep into their hearts 
and influencing their wills and affect 
ons throughout, only floated uſeleſs ini 
their heads, and ſpread a fuperficial 
poliſh on their outward appearance 
which ſerved to conceal the ambition 
deſigns they were carrying on undet 
the maſk of religion. 

AGAIN, not to diſappoint their lo 
ambition of popular applauſe, they care 
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fully kept clear of all notorious and 
candalous vices; to eſcape the infamy 
hey ſhun'd the guilt of flagrant injuſ- 
ice, extortion or adultery; at leaſt ſo 
ec have it from their own mouths, and 
o they made the world believe. 
BESIDES, (to allow their righteouſ- 
gels all the advantages it might juſtly 
caim, ) they were extremely conſtant at 
heir devotions. They allow'd no buſi- 
teſs of whatever importance to their 
"mn or their neighbour's welfare to ſu- 
erſede their daily attendance at their 
ynagogues, and at the temple of Jeru- 
lem, on which they ignorantly doted, 
on the place, from whence alone the 
city diſpenſed his favours, Their pray- 
5 upon theſe occaſions were of an un- 
lual length, and being commonly the 
reFalty product of an over-heated fancy, 
B 2 
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14 The Defects and Danger f 
were uttered with a kind of ſelt- ſuffi- 
ciency peculiar to themſelves, as they 
imagined their intimate friendſhip with 
God might entitle them to addreſs hin 
with ſome familiarity. 

MoREover, from the rigour and 
ſeverity of their frequent faſts, fro 
their pompous munificence in beſtow 
ing their alms, from their ſeeming] 
profound reſpect for their prieſts and 
Levites, and ſcrupulous exactneſs i! 
paying them to the full extent of thei 
legal demands, verily they had their re 
ward of glory upon earth, whateve 
they might expect from heaven. 

In ſhort, to cloſe and ſet a ſeal t. 
their righteous character, they were ve 
ry diligent in reading the Scriptures, ve Fo 
ry attentive in hearing them read any | 
expounded, moſt critically punctual Wi pi 


4 Phariſaical Righteouſneſr. 15 
forming each particularexternalrite, 
| extravagantly nice in the ceremo- 
ous obſervance of the Sabbath, ſo 
mdroufly preciſe were they in this 
ticular, as to be incens'd at our Sa- 
ur's diſciples for plucking a few ears 
corn, and at our Saviour himſelf for 
owing with a word health to the 
k and fight to the blind on the Sab- 
th-day.. 

AND now, might not all this at the 
glance be deem'd a ſuperlative de- 

r of righteouſneſs? Indeed a very 
xrficial glance it muſt be, not to per- 
ve many fatal, and one fundamen- 
defect, that ran thro' the whole te- 
of it. | 
For if this ſpecious ſhew of excel- 
icy was utterly devoid of ſincerity 
x purity of heart, the very life and 


ſ 
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ſoul of religion, it was ſhamefully wa 
ing in its firſt principles. 

Now, from their omiſſion of ti 
weightier matters of the Law, Jud 
ment, Faith, and Mercy, we may co 
lect how little their hearts were court. 
cerned in the obſervance of vain cc 
monies and arbitrary diſcipline. If th 
really had the glory of God, and ii 
good of mankind at heart, how ca 
they to negle& what tended molt 
promote them? A ſincere and rig 
aim and intention was evidently wa 
ing herc, and we need not wonder 
their bitter enmity to Chriſt and 
doctrine for making the diſcovery. 
overthrew their long-eſtabliſhed cla 
to the peculiar good graces of theÞ 
ty. They ſtood convicted by him 0 
| groſs and impious deluſion. He tau 
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at their long prayers and bodily ſeve- 
ies were of no avail to atone for a 
ned courſe of miſcarriages of life, 
ich leſs to merit eternal happineſs, 
thout a thorough reformation of 
art. 

AND this leads me in the II. place 
confider what manner of righteouſ- 
; Chriſtians muſt be poſleſs'd of in 
er to exceed the righteouſneſs of the 
des and Phariſees, by which the de- 
i of the latter will be ſtill more ful- 
ind compleatly expoſed. | 
AnD firſt, it muſt be founded in a 
y pious and virtuous diſpoſition of 
heart. An exterior garb of ſanctity 
le the Phariſee, the ſplendid pride of 
cy'd knowledge with a maſterly 
-paſs of thought form the Philoſo- 
VF; but tis the integrity of the heart 
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that chiefly makes the Chriſtian. ( 
actions and intentions, thoughts and 
clinations, as well as our external: 
verbal profeſſions, muſt all alike be: 
mated by a ſincere love of God, a 
genuine concern for his honour : 
glory. From hence will neceſſarily: 
a conſcientious diſcharge of all the 
ties he has enjoyn'd us, without reg; 
ing the opinion or favour of the we 
or any ſordid intereſt of our own. 

IT is the pure heart and clean hat 
it isan honeſt, and ingenuous fram 
mind, that will obtain for our f, 
our prayers, and our religious a 
blies, acceptance at the Thron ac 
Grace. This is the only ſacrifice, 
which God is well pleaſed. A medi 
external habit of devotion, witho 
true Chriſtian ſpirit, is a direct moc 
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of that God, who has ſo expreſsly de- 
cared that he will not be worſhipped 
wtin Spirit and in Truth. 

FAITH itſelf without works of 
bve is dead, 

BAPTISM unattended in it's con- 
kquences with a Chriſtian purity of 
Hections and manners, is of leſs avail 
han the leaſt ſignificant among the 
|wiſh ceremonies. 
To approach the Lord at his holy 
able without a ſettled purpoſe of im- 
reſſing upon our minds a deeper ſenſe 
f his infinite mercies in Chriſt, and of 
ur own obligation to concur with his 
nacious deſigns in our favour, by en- 
vening our Faith with Virtne, is only 
ding to our former guilt the dreadful 
woravation of an attempt, no leſs im- 
CG 
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pious than abſurd, to deceive infiniteWiu 
Wiſdom. of 

PRAYER, devout, attentive, and af. 
fectionate prayer is of great efficacy tc 
render us fit objects of the favours of 
Heaven; but in order to be effectus 
with God, it muſt firſt exert its ſalutar 
influence upon ourſelves, by cheriſhing 
inour minds good ſentiments and piou 
diſpoſitions. In prayer we muſt have: 
lively ſenſe of the awful preſence of tha 
God, to whom we are accountable fo 
our whole conduct, and on whom ou 
being and our well-being both now ane 
evermore depend. It in conſequenceo 
this we perform it in ſuch a manner: 
to confirm and ſtrengthen in our mind 
the principles of faith, hope and trul 
in God, and of juſtice and charity on 
to another, then and then only do w 
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fully anſwer the great end and deſign 
of this duty. 

To frequent the Church aſſembled 
for divine worſhip, to pay to the ſu- 
Woreme Lord of heaven and earth a ſo- 
emn and public acknowledgment of 
lis infinite Goodneſs, Power, and Wiſ 
dom, is an homage moſt juſtly due to 
dur ſovereign Benefactor. The neglect 
f it no doubt is highly criminal, the 
toduce of extreme ingratitude and ſtu- 
ſidity. But here to put on the unmean- 
ng form and habit of devout ſuppli- 
ants, with minds unconſcious of the 
cred work we are about; nay, at the 
ery, inſtant we are addreſſing the Al- 
nighty Searcher of Hearts with our 
Ip, with uplifted eyes and hands, to 
nMontinue in the ſecret ſervice of Mam- 
wen; what is this, but deriding God to 
C2 
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22 The Defeits and Danger of 
his face? This, tho' perhaps not ſo pre- 
vailing a crime at preſent, is certainly a 
far more heinous one, than that of 
thoſe inſipid, ſenſeleſs, but too faſhion 
able triflers, who upon theſe occaſions 
pay the Deity a cold, complemental vi 
ſit, but wou'd bluſh to be ſeen ſhewing 
him any real marks of reſpect or affec 
tion. > 

WHEN we faſt, merely to disfigur, 
our faces and with a deluſive air of hu 
mility to feed our ſpiritual pride, to per 
form acts of ſeeming charity with th 
fame low intent to gratify a fooliſh va 
nity; to keep the Sabbath ſcrupuloull 
as a day of reſt from buſineſs, withou 
employing it in a due attention to th 
one thing needful ; nay really to obſery 
the Lord's day moſt devoutly, and t 
think of acquiring by that means a fun 
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merit that may attone for the ſins of 
x week paſt, with a balance in our fa- 
ur ſufficient to carry us on ſecurely 
the next Sabbath-day; what is all 
is, but mere Phariſaical righteouſ- 
s, directly the reverſe of real piety? 
Txue Religion is a compleat tran- 
pt of the Divine Nature: Be ye 
holy as I am holy, faith the Lord.” 
ruly Chriſtian righteouſneſs muſt 
en be perfectly entire and unreſerved. 
he moral and ſubſtantial part of our 
gion claims our firſt regard, then the 
emonial ; tho' to the diſgrace of hu- 
in nature an inſtance is ſeldom ſeen 
1 fervent zeal in the cauſe of the 
mer, while the defence of the latter 
generally carried on with much heat 
(fury, 

Tn E preference here given to mo- 
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rality and purity of heart does notint 
leaſt detract from the real merit of « 
ternal devotion and bodily worſhi 
They are indeed eſſential to Chriſtia 
ty, being ſtrongly recommended byt 
precepts and example of our Hleſſe 
Lord himſelf, and abſolutely neceſſa 
to keep up a face and ſenſe of religic 
among men; ſo that we may ſafely co 
clude, that the man who renounc 
theſe, or endeavours to bring them i 
to diſcredit, is a ſecret il|-wiſher to 
ligion at the heart. 

Bur this we may depend upon 
maxim of undoubted certainty: If 
actions only carry a form of godlin 
without the power of it, all we aim 
in theſe acts of ſeeming piety, is, eit 
to deceive ourſelves or others, cither 
evade the remorſe of a wounded co 


a 
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jence, or only to ſave appearances 
th the world. On the other hand, 
incere reſpe& for religion will neceſ- 
ly produce a deſtre of recommend- 
g ourſelves to our Maker; and a hear- 
deſire of pleaſing God will as effec- 
ally call forth into action every duty, 
ich lies in our power, and give us 
generous eſteem and emulation for 
ole, that exceed it. 

HERE then is a certain teſt and mark 
aſſurance, by which we may ſafely 
ermine whether our righteouſneſs 
eeds the righteouſneſs of theScribes 
d Phariſees: When we have right 
d holy ends in all our religious per- 
mances, ends ſuitable to the known 
lections of the Deity, ends con- 
mable to the purity of the Chriſtian 
litution, ends truly and in fact con- 


26 The Defe#s and Danger of 
dacive to our ſpiritual improveme 
and perfection in moral goodneſs, t 
only commendable motive for all 
* ternal acts of worſhip. When wet 
ſtedfaſtly and without wavering p 
toward the mark, we may rejoicc 
Full confidence of obtaining the ind 
mable prize we contend for. 


I HASTEN now to the laſt th. 
propoſed, briefly to repreſent the g ll: 
danger denounced in the text; if Net 
take up with a Phariſaical righteq; 
neſs, if we reſt in the mere empty foro" 
and outſides of obedience, «© We (": 
« innocaſe enter into the kingdo io, 
„ heaven.” ple 

'TH1s peremptory threat'ning ber 
our Lord and Saviour extends itſelf I 
all perſons of every age or ſtation, He: 
0) 


ſuaſion, ſe&, or party, who have « 
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braced the religion of the Goſpel, with- 
wut living up to the ſpirit of its moral 
precepts. 

By the Kingdom of Heaven is fre- 
quently underſtood in the New Teſta- 
nent, the ſtrict obſervance of thoſe re- 
ined rules of piety and virtue, which 
rere enforced by the authority of God 
n Chriſt Jeſus, and are abſolutely ne- 
eflary to be conformed to in order to 
tain his favour and acceptance. This 
as the kingdom of heaven, which St. 
Mobo the Baptiſt proclaim'd to be near 
hand. This is the kingdom of God, 
hoſe eſtabliſhment we are taught to 
tplore in the divine form of prayer, 
gen we ſay, Thy kingdom come.” 
el this ſenſe then our Saviour de- 
res, that except to the out ward pro- 
on of faith in him you add that in- 
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tegrity and purity of heart, which was 
wanting in the righteouſneſs of the 
Scribes and Phariſees, you will be defi- 
cient in the very eſſentials of Chriſtia- 
nity, and conſequently you will have 
no covenanted title to the bleſſings and 
privileges annexed to the character of a 
true Chriſtian, you will be utterly in- 
capable of inheriting everlaſting life. 

So that it is of little uſe to enquire 
critically, whether by the kingdom of 
heaven is here meant, (as in other paſ- 
ſages of the New Teſtament) that ſtate 
of endleſs uninterrupted joy and felici- 
ty reſerved in heaven for the ſpirits 0 
juſt men made perfe&, or that ſtate 0 
degree of righteouſneſs and perfectio 
upon earth, neceſſary to prepare and fit 
them for a bleſſed immortality. 

ALL your hope of ſalvation thro 


a Phariſaical Righteouſneſs, 29 
; Wl Chriſt is, in either ſenſe, equally blaſted 
by this deciſive and comprehenſive de- 
claration, Except your righteouſneſs 
exceeds the righteouſneſs of the 
« Scribes and Phariſees.“ 

In this irrevocable ſentence you hear 
your certain doom, if it fails to awaken 
you to a juſt ſenſe of your duty. It was 
pronounced by the Mediator of the 
new covenant, that divine Mediator, 
pointed by the ſupreme Author of 
ill Goodneſs to reclaim a ſinful and 
tedegenerate race of creatures from the 
ci-Haths of vice and miſery, and to lead 
em into thoſe of virtue and happi- 
eſs; that ſame eternally rever'd and 
beloved Redeemer and judge, at whoſe 
tibunal every ſoul of man ſhall one day 


ppear naked and undiſguis'd, and there 
ml Be D 2 
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undergo a final, irreverſible judgmen 
according to his works. 

Nox is this ſanction of our bleſſeq 
Lord the arbitrary impoſition of Sove 
reign Power; it is the genuine reſulto 
infinite Wiſdom and Goodneſs, It is 
kind forewarning of the neceſſary e 
fe& of an averſion to a truly pious an 
virtuous diſpoſition of heart. God crea 
ted man in his own image to be a pa 
taker of an eternity of bliſs with him en 
ſelf, But if we deſtroy this god-like i 
mage in our ſouls by an habitually-ey 
byaſs of temper to the debaſing work 
of darkneſs, we diveſt ourſelves of thin 
very qualification, which is the maiWew 
ground-work and foundation of offen 
future happineſs, we are not meet to HL 
partakers of the inheritance of thifte 
ſaints in light, ble 
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TO CONCLUDE, | 
Our duty, and our danger in ne- 
kting it, are both clearly ſet before 
Without a ſincere and uniform o- 
ence, we are utterly cut off from all 
pe of the Divine Favour, we ſhall in 
(caſe enter into the kingdom of hea» 
n. Does not each guilty conſcience 
ngly echo back this ſentence of our 
our, and tell the low-deſigning hy- 
crite, in a voice that knows no falla- 
or diſguiſe; * Liſten to thy doom 
nd tremble! for except the whole 
ime and temper of thy heart and 
lind be reform'd and thoroughly re- 
ew d, the doors of mercy will be e- 

mally barr'd againſt thee! 

ob Lr us then inſtantly awake unto 
ti teouſneſs, a righteouſneſs, that may 
ble us to receive the kingdom of 
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God as a little child, that is, with hum. 
lity, openneſs and ſimplicity of hear; 
thoſe excellent diſpoſitions, on whidW), 
all proficiency in piety, and improv 
ment in virtue are founded; a right, 
ouſneſs that may abound in the fruit n 
the Spirit, and be productive of a fi 
cere devotion, habitual temperance,arſ. 
univerſal charity, with an integrity Me 
perior to all temptation or diſtreſs; 
righteouſneſs, in ſhort, animated by 
real inward eſteem and genuine love 
virtue, and whoſe pure and noble ait 
and intentions all center in a true c 
cern for the glory of God, and hea 

deſire of recommending ourſelves 
his favour:- 

SUCH a righteouſneſs as this 
ſecure to us a conſtant peace and ſe 
nity of mind in time of health, an 


a Phariſaical Righteouſneſs, 33 


ning ſupport and conſolation upon 
nl: bed of pain, ſtrong heavenly beams 
iq bope and joy at the gloomy hour of 
Mech. Such a rightcouſneſs as this will, 
ai ough the mercy of God, be accepted 
t it the great Day of Judgment, and 
ige be rewarded with an incorrup- 
aue Crown of Glory in the Life to 
e. 


by Now to God, &c, 
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